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PURPOSE OF THE ABSTRACT
Macroalgae are recognized as rich raw materials considering their composition in a large range of bioactive
compounds, namely pigments, proteins, lipids, polysaccharides, and long fatty acids, all of which have been
applied over the years in several fields of commercial activity. 
Despite the high economical value of some of the compounds accumulated in macroalgae cells, their
commercialization has still not reached its maximum, due to the high costs of the downstream processes being
applied up to date. These are normally related with the processes' complexity. Some use large amounts of
organic solvents while others use to much sophisticated equipment or specialized human resources,
compromising the compounds' sustainability and profitable commercialization. In this work some of the most
efficient downstream processes will be analysed as well as the main commercial sectors targeted.
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